
 

Freshman select made a world of difference to our family as our daughter 
entered Anderson High School.  Within the first day of theater activities we saw 
a complete transformation.  Our daughter who was tentative and anxious about 
starting high school was now excited and eager to get started.  Within weeks she 
described the theater group as “her family”.  It is clear she has found a place she 
belongs.  We firmly believe she works harder academically to preserve her place 
in the theater group. 
 
All around it has been a wonderful experience for our daughter and our family. 
 

My husband and I wanted to share a few items with you regarding Anderson's Freshman Select.  

It is AWESOME!  Our son Joe is our first child to enter high school. It’s always a nerve 

wracking feeling when your child goes to a new school and especially high school. 

 

Joe auditioned for Freshman Select and was selected. As parents we really didn’t understand 

what the course was. We thought it was just an advanced theater class. It is an advanced theater 

class but much, much more.  Joe was able to meet the upper classmen before school started so he 

already had faces to say hello to in the halls.  He was given a “big brother” in theater who 

showed him the ropes in theater and in high school in general.  It really made him feel like he 

was part of a community that he belonged to right away  

 

There is allot of fun in Theater but there is a level of commitment as well. My son doesn’t see it 

as having to stay after school, he sees it as working on a project he loves.  So please talk to your 

child and have them think about Freshman Select. It’s amazing and fun. 

 

Bryan and Mary Wallace 

 

Being in Freshman Select, this year, has been 

an OUTSTANDING experience, for my 

daughter!  It’s been so much more than just 

an advanced freshman theater class.  Besides 

getting to work on theater techniques and 

elements, at an advanced level, she has 

gotten an in depth introduction to the 

Anderson Theater Program. Freshmen Select 

students are, also, instantly, made to feel 

like part of the “theater family”, by upper 

level Production students. That’s a great 

place to be, for a first year student, in a 

school as big as Anderson. 

 

Oh, I forgot to mention that she thinks it’s a 

blast! 
 
Debra Ramirez 

 

Our son absolutely loved Freshman Select 

Theater this year.  Not only did he enjoy it but 

he seemed to increase his skill set by leaps and 

bounds.  He tried out for every production 

and managed to get a part (usually chorus, but 

occasionally with a modest speaking part) in 

each and I think that was in large part to this 

course.  He is extremely committed to his 

fellow theater students and teachers and really 

formed a tight bond with the group.  I would 

highly recommend this course for anyone 

whose student is interested in expanding their 

acting/stage technician skills but also just 

wants their teenager to create meaningful 

friendships with other great kids, many of 

whom are high-achieving in academics as well. 

 

Jen Bamberg 

 
 


